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Foreword

“Where the world has not been broken up by narrow domestic walls”. 

R.Tagore

Nation building has not proved a success in this blessed country where communities remain separated by history, religion, traditions etc.

During the late 1950’s and early 60’s as political independence was fast approaching, some organizations like Stella Clavisque Club and Solidarité Fraternelle Mauricienne, for instance, did initiate processes of socialization and community service as a means of establishing intercommunal links.  But they were short-lived.

Then in 1964 came Rotary with its objectives of high ethical standards, humanitarian service and international understanding, goodwill and peace. Starting from one club in Port Louis, Rotary spread into most towns and large villages, providing service to the community in a wide range of avenues.

As regards the area of “understanding, goodwill and peace”, right after the interracial riots of 1999 – which for a second time exploded the myth of peaceful coexistence - Rotary launched its project of “Culture Sharing for Peace and Unity” among children in primary schools.

During the next five years, 2000 – 2004, it steadily gathered momentum thereby creating a countrywide network of some 40 schools.

This little pamphlet sets out in simple terms how, through the annual festivals specific to each community, children may learn and understand without much effort how the cultures of their classmates, despite superficial differences, are indeed similar to theirs.

In 2008, UNESCO hailed Mauritius as a land of “welcome, fraternity and interculturality” Apart from the “welcome”, that report came much too soon.  However, Mauritius may well become a land of “fraternity and interculturality” by 2028 provided the Ministry of Education fully adopts the Rotary project.

“If I dream alone it’s only a dream

  If we dream together it’s the beginning of reality.”

History 

Background

Following a succession of acts of escalating violence, threatening order and security on an increasing scale, and culminating with intercommunal riots in 1999, the Rotary Club of Port Louis decided to launch in the year 2000 a pilot project entitled “Peace and Unity” involving school children.
Concept

In fact, the idea was proposed by a Past President at all Rotary Clubs meeting convened by the Rotary Club of Rose Hill in July 1999 at the University of Mauritius on the subject “Making Mauritius a Peace Country”.

A few weeks later, he shared the concept with his fellow Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Port Louis at a weekly lunch meeting.  Thereafter President Roger Leung wrote to the Minister of Education, Hon. Chellenbrum Pillay, who spontaneously gave his approval.
Object

In line with Rotary’s mission “to promote the advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace”:

To attain social cohesion and national unity by enhancing interethnic understanding, goodwill and friendly interaction.

About two years later, the initiator and coordinator discovered that UNESCO’s vision:  

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed” fitted perfectly with the project. 

But he chose to substitute “in the minds of children” instead of “in the minds of men”.
Procedure

Annual intercultural celebration in primary schools in the months of April & May, focusing on Mauritian festivals, to promote knowledge, sharing and appreciation of all main cultures.

With the collaboration of the Ministry of Education and the effective cooperation of Head of schools and their staff.  PTA’s as well, thereby reaching out to parents.

Activities 

1. Exhibition – drawings, paintings, collages, models etc

Displaying elements common to all cultures.

2. Stage Show – mixing children from different cultural backgrounds in items like song, dance, drama, recitation etc.

3. Peace Walk and visits to historical and sacred places.

Resources

Funding from Rotary Clubs and sponsorship of nearby businesses.

Outcomes

During weeks of planning the production involving talks, visits, research and rehearsals, in a climate of commitment relieved by creativity and fun.

1. Discovering the common human values in all cultures and beauty in cultural aspects and activities.

2. Developing a positive outlook on others of different origins, beliefs or customs.

Year 2000
-
International Year for the Culture of Peace – Project, launching in 2 Port Louis 
primary schools. 



President Roger Leung
Year 2001
 – 
International Year for the Dialogue of Civilizations – the Rotary Clubs of Port 


Louis, Grand Bay, Quatre Bornes and Mahebourg together sponsored 10 



schools from Grand Bay to Chemin Grenier.




President Utesh Banydeen

Year 2002
 – 
All nine Rotary Clubs of Mauritius joined hands to involve 
30 primary schools 


in the annual event in May, thanks to the enthusiastic cooperation of heads of 


schools and their staff, thus reaching out to some 15,000 children and their 


parents.  A brilliant success. 




President Mahomed Baboo.

Year  2003  
-  
33 schools. The project assumed a new title “Culture Sharing for Peace and 


Unity – CPU”




President David Isaacs

Year  2004  
-  
40 schools – President Philip Ah Chuen
Year  2005  
- 
Celebration of Rotary International Centenary and the 40th Anniversary of the 
Foundation of Rotary in Mauritius by the Rotary Club of Port Louis at the 
University of Mauritius Auditorium in the presence of the President of the 
Republic, Minister of Education and several Rotary Dignitaries.

For the first time in Mauritius,  a magnificent intercultural exhibition in the lobby as well as a splendid show involving 200 children on stage. For the finale, together they sang the LINITE – UNITY, a rousing song especially composed by Sabrina Simiette.

President Nand Sooredoo.

The Show was recorded by the MBC TV for telecasting to the Mauritian public.  Copies of the splendid Souvenir Magazine as well as DVD’s of the Show and CD’s of the song are preserved in the Project archives.

Year 2006
-
The new Minister of Education decided, for  unknown reasons, to ban the 



project, 
despite 
repeated representations by the coordinator and several other 


eminent Rotarians.

Implementation

Preamble
Rotary is a worldwide fellowship of business and professional men united in the ideal of service who provide humanitarian assistance, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and promote the advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace. 

Object
To attain social harmony and peace by enhancing intercommunal understanding,   goodwill and trust. In concrete terms, to initiate a dynamic sharing of cultures among primary school children through participation in an annual intercultural show-cum-exhibition focusing on the major festivals of our Mauritian calendar, celebrated on a single occasion.

Action Plan
In the school, children are guided at class level to produce, on the one hand, exhibits e.g paintings, photographs, posters and models and, on the other, stage items like recitations, songs, dances, fashion shows and theatricals. 

The essential principle consists in assembling bunches of similar features from the different festivals for both the exhibition and show presentations. For instance places of worship, rituals, religious messages, offerings, lights, sacred music, chanting, dancing, forms of rejoicing. This serves to bring out the values common to existing cultures. 

Methodology
The preparatory programme, spread over several months - so as not to adversely affect the normal course of academic studies - combines talks, research, visits, data collection arid presentation with a set of artistic, intellectual and practical activities. The whole school family ​staff, pupils and parents - contributes in every way possible. Items likely to appear in the show and exhibition are selected on the occasion of individual festivals - Spring, Cavadee, Maha Shivaratree, Ougadi, Easter, Eid, Divali, Xmas etc.

Regarding rehearsals, schools are advised to have them coincide with Independence Anniversary activities. At the latest, the intercultural event must be over by end May.

Sponsorship
The neighbouring Rotary Club will provide guidance as well as communication with hotels, industries, and shops in the vicinity without however denying the school any initiative on its own.

Outcome
Given the right support, this project may well satisfy UNESCO’s recommendations designated as the four pillars of modern education i.e. Learning to be, to do, to know, to live together.  Children will enjoy learning while interacting in this way and working towards a common end.  The activities, in particular, will develop their imagination and creative spirit while providing ample opportunities for encouraging lasting friendships.  As children actively participate in this project year in year out, one can safely expect the rising generation to acquire wider knowledge, deeper understanding and enduring appreciation of different customs, beliefs, values and traditions.


With the gradually decreasing racial and religious discrimination that will ensue, a new mindset will hopefully develop as regards equality of rights and responsibilities and social cohesion and harmony will eventually prevail.

PRIMARY  CURRICULUM

Draft Proposals

Festivals

Term 1

     

Term 2



Term 3
Independance Day
    
 Environment week

Père Laval Day

Cavadee

     
Music Day
             

Ganesh Chaturthi

Abolition of Slavery





Eid Ul Fitr

Maha Shivaratree





Indentured Labourers

LabourDay






Divali

Spring Festival






Eid Ul Adha

Yaum – un – Nabi





Christmas


Ram Nawmi

Easter

School Work Plan

1.
Collect information

-
Before, During & After


Sources


-
Press, Radio, TV, Internet, 







Library


Before



-
Prayers, Purification, 







Abnegation


During



-
Religious Ceremony, 







Feasting


After



-
Application of Teachings & 







Values

2.
Appreciate
 

-
Beauty, Pure Joy & 







Upliftment
3.
Select material for Annual Intercultural Festival

4.
Record similarities.

Regular Features

:
Talks, Visits, activities in creative art & writing, recitation or 

drama etc. at class/school level.

Themes


:
Light, Fire, Water, Flowers, Leaves, Perfumes, Procession, 




Pilgrimage, Fasting, Sacrifice, Sacred Music & Dance, 





Rejoicings, Fruits, Drinks, Cakes, Food, Dresses etc.






Love, Submission, Purity, Kindness, Faith, Joy, Charity, 





Humility, Temperance, Service etc.

Annual Show & Exhibition
:
The show provides opportunities to mix children from different 




cultural 
backgrounds and the exhibition highlights similar 





cultural 
components.

SECONDARY CURRICULUM

Draft Proposals
 “Let’s do more than just give peace a chance. 

Let’s give it a place in the curriculum”

LOWER

1.
Meetings

With living symbols of patriotism i.e National Popular Figures e.g. 



sports champions, singers, artists etc.  To share their experience 



when representing Mauritius at international forums, competitions…

2.
Collection

Of songs, poems, prayers (excerpts if necessary) sayings… 

3.
Practice

Everyday greetings & salutations e.g. bonjour, Bonjour, Bonsoir, 





au revoir, comment ça va etc.
   

4.
Comparative Study
Of rules of conduct, values, ideals, moral principles.

5.
Relevant selection
Of topics from syllabus e.g. Social Studies – Slavery & Abolition of 


slavery, Indian Immigration & Chinese Immigration, European 



settlements & occupation.
UPPER

1.
As above  -  Proceed further, deeper.

2.
Life & Achievement of 

1. Architects of Mauritian Independence 

2. Foreign Charismatic Figures e.g Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, Dalai Lama, Mother Teresa & Contemporaries.

3.
Relevant extracts from writings of local and foreign authors 


e.g A.Beejadhur, M. Cabon, R.E.Hart, Leoville L’Homme, 


Malcolm de Chazal, R. Tagore, M. Iqbal & Contemporaries.

4.
Debates & Forums: For example, Equality of opportunity in Mauritius & elsewhere.

5.
Sustainable  Development projects providing opportunities for Team Work and Interaction.
6.
Voluntary Service at both Lower & Upper Levels inside and beyond school premises.
N.B.
1.
Implementation during Activities period
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